
My Experience at the Future Asset Conference 

Future Asset… What is it?

“Working with girls in S4-S6 to raise aspirations,
encouraging you to choose ambitious careers & telling
you about asset management & the financial industry”.

Hello, my name is Alicja and I am an S4 student who was one of
the lucky people to be chosen to report the Future Asset
Conference, happening on 24th September 2019 with the host 
Iona Bain. So you must be wondering… what happened on that
day? And what did I do? 

My morning started off well, I arrived early and was greeted
by some of the staff and soon the media team. As other
schools arrived, we went upstairs to the room that we would
be using and discussed our plans for the day.

 The first thing we done, was see a part of the speech Jo 
Swinson, MP, leader of the Liberal Democrats was giving. 
She spoke about how all over the world, it is male 
dominated and even though in some companies it can be 
women dominated, further up it will probably be males. 
Jo also mentioned women on social media get different 
treatment not just in politics, it could be in sports and 
journalism. 
For example, Diane Abbott, an amazing, strong, black 
woman and a role model with a successful career still 
gets shouted at whenever she speaks, clearly the abuse 
she gets is horrendous. This shows how unfair society is 
to still not accept these powerful women.

“Everyone has the power 
to make a difference” - 
Jo Swinson, MP



The speech from Jo Swinson was very inspiring however me and the 
other members of the media team went back to the room and waited 
for our next opportunity which would be to get the chance to interview
Jo Swinson herself. 

During the interview, Jo Swinson was very nice to us, she was really 
engaging and willing to answer our questions and to listen to what we 
had to say. Personally, I think that some of the most advantageous and
intriguing points Jo had to say, were that if we are going to fight 
inequality then it’s going to have to be lots of different people at once 
and that we have to keep fighting. “People don't see inequality and 
pay gap numbers”. Not only this but Jo said that her being a mother 
was used against her in parliament!

She also advices that knowing what you want to do and why, is very 
important in your life. She also gave us some general advice, like to 
spend less time on social media and to engage with people face to 
face.

After a small break, we had the
chance to speak to Mrs. Swinson

again, just with some
photographers in the background.



So far the day has been quite
eventful but now moving on
to a speech called:
Rising to the Challenge

This speech was giving by 3 representatives called:

• Chelsea Cameron – Activist, Campaigner 

and Young Scot of the Year 2017

“You have the ability to do what youwant”.

• Ishbel Holmes – Author and World 
Cyclist “I just want to experience, explore”.

• Kayleigh Haggo – Paralympian swimmer
“Be resilient, I did whatever I wanted to do”.

Each one of the girls spoke beautifully and strongly about their opinion
and life story. I found it interesting learning about their different 
backgrounds and how they came to be who they are, from being 
treated the same or being told they can’t do something.



 Fortunately for these women, they were able to prove others wrong 
and conquer impossible challenges. This is what they said and what I, 
in this case as an audience member learned from these role models. 

To begin with Chelsea Cameron, I found her story very intriguing 
because her life changed after she wrote an open letter to her parents 
who were both drug addicts. After, she left to live with friends and 
family at the age of 14. In the letter she thanked her parents for giving
her the motivation to be independent and to succeed in school. She 
posted this letter online and it went viral in a short amount of time. 
What I loved the most about Chelsea is that she had this ambition and 
confidence to keep moving forward also to continue growing in 
success. She is now going to university and she did win Young Scot of 
the Year 2017 for a reason. One more important thing to mention, is a 
quote Chelsea herself said she liked to use which was, “If you not, 
who?”.

Following onto the next lady, Ishbel Holmes. Ishbel was always a 
straight A student however after failing her exams, she became 
homeless. She got bullied a lot, became anxious and developed self-
hate. Luckily Ishbel managed to turn her life around when at 21 she 
set out to cycle around the world. Not only that but she started writing
a novel on her experiences alongside a stray dog that she found in 
Turkey and how this adventure helped her recover from the events in 
her past. Ishbel said she always wanted to save animals and now she 
is officially an author, public speaker, social media influencer, dog 
saver and a world cyclist!

I'm confident that many people aspire to be like Ishbel Holmes 
including myself.

“I’m worth more” - Ishbel Holmes

Finally, Kayleigh Haggo another impressive role model. Kayleigh 
despite suffering from a form of Cerebral Palsy which affects her motor



skills and balance, she is a Paralympian swimmer champion! Who has 
won 4 gold medals and a following 4 outstanding world records. 
Kayleigh started sports young and received lots of motivation from her
family. She said, “(I was) treated the same as everyone else”. Kayleigh
has just finished university in sports and also managed to get a job as 
a part time swimming teacher! Not only this but Kayleigh mentioned it
was good to keep a balance between school, family, friends and sport. 
In addition to she said, “Just try, if it’s not for you, move on” and “Use 
every opportunity you can”. 

So, I have had some amazing opportunities that others would love to 
experience. My highlights of the day have been the interviews with Jo 

Swinson and the Rising to the Challenge speech but there 
was one more activity that I did that I loved which was the 
Executive Training task with Susan Room.

The reason that this was one of my favourites is because I 
felt like it was the most relatable and it affected everyone 
in the room. The activities were very beneficial from the 
breathing exercises to writing things down and destroying 
your inner critic. Learning about Susan’s job as an 
executive coach wasn’t long but still enjoyable as she 
basically demonstrated her job to us which was to help 
people to maintain and progress a good performance. 

In summary, this will definitely be a day that I won’t forget with all the 
people involved, speakers, activities and well the free food was pretty 
good :) I will look back at this and will not regret that I came. 

I hope that future asset will continue to grow and inspire many other 
young women into the world of finance, money and investment or 
even let them participate in different roles throughout the event 
whether it is through volunteering to help out or being part of the 
media team. 



I would the next time there is a future asset event, recommend my 
friends to go, as I know that this would benefit them and give them 
the experience and knowledge they need, when moving forward into 
the future. Even if it is just a day, what you can learn can last a lot 
longer.

It would be great to go again.

Alicja Hertmanowska, 15




