
Future Asset enables girls in the senior phase of high school to 
learn about investment, gain valuable transferable skills and 
consider the benefits of possible future careers. 

This year, through regional roadshows, teacher events and our 
national conference, we have worked with 484 girls and 113 
teachers from 87 schools across Scotland.
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National 
conference
24 September 2019

Our national conference explored 
ESG investing and our key note 
speaker, Jo Swinson MP, inspired 
the girls to ‘make a difference’.

‘Determination and 
confidence.

‘How to be more confident 
as a woman in the 
workplace.

‘The opportunity to learn 
new interview skills in a real 
life scenario.

‘Fantastic insights into the 
world of investment and 
the many career options it 
offers

‘Strengthened 
communication and 
problem solving.

‘Inspired me to be the best 
I can be and that I can do 
whatever I put my mind to.

‘Completely 
inspirational 
amazing event 
that I would highly 
recommend to any 
young female.

The conference gave me

The numbers

61 schools from across Scotland

355 senior girls

62 teachers

21 local authorities

12 speakers including: Jo 
Swinson, MP; Iona Bain, Young 

Money Blog; Lynne Lamont, 
Brewin Dolphin; Amanda Young, 
Aberdeen Standard Investments 

and BBC journalist Laura 
Maciver.

Messages on Making Your Voice 
Heard from: politicians Nicola 

Sturgeon, Ruth Davidson, Kezia 
Dugdale and Scottish Women’s 
Football Manager Shelley Kerr 

8 investment firms delivered 
specialist workshops 

61 ambassadors speed 
networked with students and 

teachers

Over 100 volunteers from 27 
organisations 
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Roadshows
In 2019 we held 5 roadshows across Scotland 
where we reached 28 schools, 129 students and 22 
teachers.

• Baillie Gifford & Co
• Blackadders Wealth Management
• Brewin Dolphin Wealth Management
• Brown Shipley
• Cameron Hume
• Investec Wealth and Investment
• JP Morgan Chase and Co
• Kames Capital
• RBS
• Smith & Williamson Investment Services
• Stewart Investors
• Thorntons Investments
• Walter Scott & Partners Limited

• Watson Wood Financial Planning

37 volunteers from 14 firms 
participated:

The aim of the roadshows: 
Roadshows are half-day workshops introducing girls 
to investment: what it is, why it is more varied and 
interesting than you might think and how there are 
lots of attractive careers available. 

With our ambassadors (volunteer investment 
professionals) girls work in teams to choose where to 
invest in our Dragons’ Den and manage a £100 million 
portfolio in our investment board game.

Some feedback

I think this is one of the best 
opportunities, career-wise, I have 
attended this year. Very interactive, very 
informative, very beneficial.

A great experience, made me think about 
things. I hadn’t considered investment as 
an option before.

Didn’t know much before about 
investment but now I do.

The investment game was very good. 
Really gets everyone thinking!

We loved it! The activities took us from 
knowing nothing at all to feeling like 
experts and I think the day was really 
valuable for the girls.

Really good initiative. Thoroughly enjoyed 
the whole workshop.
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Educators 
breakfast 
briefing
As key influencers of young people, Future Asset 
works to inform teachers and careers advisers about 
the investment industry and wider opportunities in 
the financial services sector in Scotland. 

At this event, we invited speakers from the industry, 
Skills Development Scotland and Heriot Watt 
University to discuss what investors do, roles 
and careers, qualifications and competencies 
required, and routes into the sector from graduate 
recruitment to apprenticeships. This also  
developed links between the investment sector, 
teachers and schools, creating understanding and 
the basis for further opportunities to inform and 
engage future talent.

Some feedback

Very interesting. I have a much better 
understanding of the industry and range 
of roles. If only someone had told me this 
at school or uni.

Very informative and useful insight into 
the financial sector.

Really informative morning, very 
engaging.

Very useful – keep doing this.

Great event – highly recommended.

Challenged stereotypes and myths.

‘Excellent! Really gave me 
a better insight to help 
students with opportunities.
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Making 
Your Voice 
Heard 
Communication workshop

Growing 
Future 
Assets  
competition

Developing 
priorities 
for 2020 
and beyond

In partnership with Bauer Academy and Forth FM, on 
13 June we hosted a communications workshop. 

10 students from 5 schools attended from 
Edinburgh, East Lothian, Midlothian and Falkirk. 

In November we launched the Future Asset 
investment competition. The aim is to challenge 
teams of girls from schools across Scotland to 
research, analyse and pitch an investment idea to a 
group of industry professionals. 

Deadline details:
27 March 2020: Round one
Week commencing 20 April 2020: Finalists 
announced
Week commencing 15 June 2020: Competition Final

More information at:  
www.futureasset.org.uk/growing-future-assets-
investment-competition

In November we held a strategy and planning  
session with stakeholders from across the industry 
and school ambassadors. The objective of this 
meeting was to review the activity over 2018/19, 
lessons learned and what our focus and priorities 
should be going forward.

This specialist workshop taught valuable interview 
techniques and allowed the students to play the 
role of media expert, creating a podcast at the 
national conference. 

4
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Sponsors
Financial sponsors:

Without them we wouldn’t be able to continue the amazing work we are doing around inspiring girls and 
shifting the gender imbalance in the asset management industry. 

We are also very appreciative of all the non-financial contributions from many organisations who have 
supported Future Asset in different ways.

Thank you!

• Aberdeen Standard Investments
• Anderson Strathearn
• Artemis Investment Management
• Baillie Gifford & Co
• BlackRock
• Blackadders Wealth Management
• Brewin Dolphin Wealth Management
• Brown Shipley
• Cameron Hume
• Cornelian Asset Management
• Dickson Minto
• Dundas Global Investors
• Investec Wealth & Investment
• Johnston Carmichael Wealth
• JP Morgan Chase and Co
• Kames Capital
• Kennox Asset Management
• Lothian Pension Fund
• Martin Currie
• McInroy & Wood
• Rathbones
• RBS
• Ruffer LLP
• Santander Asset Management
• Smith & Williamson Investment Services 
• State Street
• Stewart Investors

• Thorntons Investments
• Walter Scott & Partners
• Watson Wood Financial Planning
• Abertay University
• ACCA
• Bauer Academy
• CISI
• Developing the Young Workforce teams in:

Central Highland, Dundee & Angus, Edinburgh
East and Midlothian, Glasgow & West Lothian

• Dundee University Investment Society
• Fidra
• Glasgow University Trading and Investment Club
• Heriot-Watt University
• Laura Maciver, BBC
• Prosper Social Finance
• Skills Development Scotland
• Scotland’s Enterprising Schools
• Scottish Government
• Scottish Youth Parliament
• Susan Room, Executive & Voice Coach
• The Chartered Banker Institute
• The Outward Bound Trust
• University of Edinburgh
• Young Enterprise Scotland
• Young Scot

Firms and organisations who have supported us in other ways
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