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Introduction

Our team of Investment Management 
professionals has chosen 38 companies 
that they think might be good long-term 
investments. Which one do you think has the 
most potential for growth – and why?

We’ve split the companies into 9 different groups, plus one under 
miscellaneous - we couldn’t fit it in anywhere else! You will have heard of 
some of these companies, but some will be totally new to you. Don’t let 
that put you off! We think there are some interesting possibilities here: 
renewable energy, healthcare breakthroughs, cutting edge technology and 
some established favourites that still need to innovate to stay relevant. 

For each company we’ve given you some basic information to help you 
choose which one your team is going to research, analyse and pitch in your 
Research Report and Elevator Pitch Video:

• A short company description
• The Stock Exchange they are listed on: LSE, NYSE, NASDAQ, 

EURONEXT, TSX, NASDAQ Copenhagen, BME, FWB
• The Stock Symbol, or Ticker Symbol, a series of letters or numbers used 

as shorthand to represent the company on the exchange 
• Any Stock Market Index the company is included in 
• Their Investor Relations website. All publicly listed companies have 

Investor Relations (IR) departments whose job it is to provide investors 
with an accurate account of company affairs, helping them to make 
informed decisions. Their web pages should include annual reports, 
quarterly results, financial statements, presentations, press releases 
and news, and company FAQs. You can look at the main company 
websites too to get an understanding of what the company does and 
how it makes money.

• Some pros and cons to investing in this company.

This is just a start! Look through them all, check out their websites, discuss 
with your team, your teacher and Investment Mentor and make your 
choice.

Good Luck!

https://www.londonstockexchange.com/
https://www.nyse.com/index
https://www.nasdaq.com/
https://www.euronext.com/en
https://www.tsx.com/
http://www.nasdaqomxnordic.com/news/marketnotices/copenhagen
https://www.bolsamadrid.es/ing/aspx/Portada/Portada.aspx
https://www.deutsche-boerse.com/dbg-en/
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consumer favourites
Beverages

A.G. Barr p.l.c. is a Scottish branded soft drinks company. The company 
produces, markets and sells juice drinks, iced teas, energy drinks, spring 
water and cocktail mixers, and is best known for Irn Bru. 

A.G. Barr plc
LSE: BAG
FTSE 250
www.agbarr.co.uk/investors

Investment pros and 
cons
Positives

 + Irn Bru is a very well-known 
brand

 + Company has an excellent 
long-term profit record

Negatives
 - Sugar content of most soft 

drink products controversial

 - Diseconomies of distributing a 
very limited product range

Have you checked?
Company website

Annual Report

Sustainability Report

Google / news sites

Stock market listing

Market competitors

Possible future opportunities 

Possible future problems

Board composition & 
management

https://www.agbarr.co.uk/investors/
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consumer favourites
Eyewear and Eye Care

EssilorLuxottica SA is a multinational corporation based in Paris and 
founded from the 2018 merger of the Italian Luxottica with the French 
Essilor. The group designs, produces and markets ophthalmic lenses, 
optical equipment and prescription glasses and sunglasses. The company 
has a portfolio of brands including Ray-Ban, Oakley, Michael Kors, Varilux 
and Transitions.

EssilorLuxottica SA
Euronext: EL
CAC 40
Euro Stoxx 50
www.essilorluxottica.com/
investors

Investment pros and 
cons
Positives

 + Dominant player in attractive 
eyewear market

 + Strong brand portfolio
Negatives
 - Culture clash / power struggle 

risk to smooth integration 
of Essilor and Luxottica 
businesses

 - Governance risks

Have you checked?
Company website

Annual Report

Sustainability Report

Google / news sites

Stock market listing

Market competitors

Possible future opportunities 

Possible future problems

Board composition & 
management

https://www.essilorluxottica.com/investors
https://www.essilorluxottica.com/investors
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consumer favourites
Personal Care

L’Oréal manufacturers cosmetics and fragrances and is the world’s 
largest beauty products company with over 35 brands including Garnier, 
Maybelline, Lancôme and Redken. L’Oréal also holds the cosmetics and 
fragrance licensing rights for Yves Saint Laurent. Products are sold through 
third-party retailers, concession stands, pharmacies, and professional 
outlets.

L’Oreal SA
Euronext: OR
CAC 40 
www.loreal-finance.com/eng

Investment pros and 
cons
Positives

 + Leading market share in many 
of the world’s most important 
cosmetics markets, including 
the US and China

 + Strong research and 
development leads to 
innovative new products

Negatives
 - Can be slow and bulky due to 

many sub-divisions

 - Employee management can 
be a problem as the firm has 
nearly 60,000 employees

Have you checked?
Company website

Annual Report

Sustainability Report

Google / news sites

Stock market listing

Market competitors

Possible future opportunities 

Possible future problems

Board composition & 
management

https://www.loreal-finance.com/eng
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consumer favourites
Household and Personal Care

Unilever is one of the world’s largest consumer goods companies, with over 
400 brands available in over 190 countries. It is more than 100 years old, with 
its headquarters in London. Unilever has three main business segments: 
food and refreshments, home care, and beauty and personal care. Its 
mission is to make sustainable living commonplace; and it uses 100% 
renewable energy in its global operations.

Unilever plc
LSE: ULVR
FTSE 100 
www.unilever.com/investor-
relations

Investment pros and 
cons
Positives

 + Well-known, “purposeful” 
brands such as Ben & 
Jerry’s and Love Beauty, 
sold at multiple price points 
(resilient in a recession) and 
strong corporate culture of 
environmental responsibility

 + More than half of sales made 
in emerging markets, which 
often have higher growth 
prospects than markets such 
as the UK

Negatives
 - Large portfolio may make it 

difficult for management to 
direct their focus effectively. 

 - Almost 30% of sales in 
ice cream and deodorant 
categories which have lower 
growth (vs. for example, 
Nestle’s coffee business)

Have you checked?
Company website

Annual Report

Sustainability Report

Google / news sites

Stock market listing

Market competitors

Possible future opportunities 

Possible future problems

Board composition & 
management

https://www.unilever.com/investor-relations/
https://www.unilever.com/investor-relations/
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consumer favourites
Apparel, Footwear and Accessories

Nike, Inc. is an American multinational corporation that designs, 
manufactures and sells footwear, apparel, equipment, and accessories 
via its own stores, subsidiaries and distributors. Nike maintains its success 
through innovation and a culture of “must-have” products. Nike sponsors 
high-profile athletes and sports teams around the world, with the highly 
recognised trademarks of “Just Do It” and the Swoosh logo.

Nike, Inc
NYSE: NKE
DJIA
S&P 100 
investors.nike.com/Home/
default.aspx

Investment pros and 
cons
Positives

 + Well-established company 
that is well-known around the 
world

 + Ability to sell at higher price 
point

Negatives
 - the share price is near all-

time highs which means it 
is relatively expensive vs its 
history

 - Geopolitics - the impact on 
Nike of the ongoing trade 
dispute between the US and 
key market China is uncertain

Have you checked?
Company website

Annual Report

Sustainability Report

Google / news sites

Stock market listing

Market competitors

Possible future opportunities 

Possible future problems

Board composition & 
management

https://investors.nike.com/Home/default.aspx
https://investors.nike.com/Home/default.aspx
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covid beneFicIarIes
Leisure Goods

Games Workshop Group is a company that designs, manufactures, and 
sells fantasy models giving the company unique intellectual property. 
They aim to produce the best fantasy miniatures in the world and sell 
them to enthusiasts, who collect, paint, and play wargames with the 
figures. The games are played physically, and they believe build social 
bonds. The company is UK based but has been expanding around the 
world in recent years.

Games Workshop Group plc
LSE: GAW
FTSE 250 
investor.games-workshop.com

Investment pros and 
cons
Positives

 + Designs and manufactures 
their own fantasy models 
giving unique intellectual 
property

 + Large shops staffed by 
enthusiasts who demonstrate 
the war games and show 
customers how to paint 
characters, building loyalty

Negatives
 - Sometimes disappoints fans 

with supply problems – i.e. too 
much demand for what was 
produced

 - Customer base predominantly 
male, although they are aiming 
to diversify

Have you checked?
Company website

Annual Report

Sustainability Report

Google / news sites

Stock market listing

Market competitors

Possible future opportunities 

Possible future problems

Board composition & 
management

https://investor.games-workshop.com/
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covid beneFicIarIes
Telecommunications Equipment

Zoom Video Communications, Inc. is an American communications 
technology company providing a video-first communication platform. Its 
platform brings together cloud video conferencing, online meetings and 
group messaging offering solutions to education, finance, business and 
government sectors.

Zoom Video Communications, Inc
NASDAQ: ZM
NASDAQ 100 
investors.zoom.us/investor-
relations

cons
Investment pros and 

+ 
Positives

service to support end-to-end 
messaging and file-sharing 
Acquired Keybase secure 

to COVID-19 quarantine 
and global increase due 
High brand awareness 

+ 

measures 

- 
Negatives

encryption

in China raising surveillance 
A portion of workforce is based 

scrutiny related to security and 
Has faced public and media 

- 

privacy issues

and censorship concerns

Have you checked?
Company website

Annual Report

Sustainability Report

Google / news sites

Stock market listing

Market competitors

Possible future opportunities 

Possible future problems

Board composition & 
management

https://investors.zoom.us/investor-relations
https://investors.zoom.us/investor-relations
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covid beneFicIarIes
Consumer Services

Peloton Interactive, Inc. offers the largest interactive fitness platform 
in the world where its 5m subscribers can exercise to classes provided 
online on Peloton fitness equipment and led by instructors. As well as the 
original indoor cycling classes the offer has been extended to many other 
disciplines. The subscription model offers recurring income to supplement 
the sales from equipment and the company is expanding globally.

Peloton Interactive, Inc
NASDAQ: PTON
NASDAQ 100 
investor.onepeloton.com/
investor-relations

Investment pros and 
cons
Positives

 + Offers a studio fitness 
experience at home; key 
beneficiary of COVID 
lockdowns

 + Attractive recurring revenue 
stream from the monthly 
subscriptions

Negatives
 - High initial cost of buying 

equipment may deter some 
customers. Many free apps 
deliver some of the same type 
of classes - yoga, stretching, 
strength

 - There have been problems 
with one new product and an 
expensive recall

Have you checked?
Company website

Annual Report

Sustainability Report

Google / news sites

Stock market listing

Market competitors

Possible future opportunities 

Possible future problems

Board composition & 
management

https://investor.onepeloton.com/investor-relations
https://investor.onepeloton.com/investor-relations
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covid beneFicIarIes
Software - Application

Shopify Inc. is a Canadian multinational which operates an eCommerce 
platform that allows customers to sell online by providing software to 
create an online store. It offers online retailers services including payments, 
marketing, shipping and customer engagement tools.

Shopify Inc
TSX: SHOP
NYSE: SHOP
S&P / TSX 60
investors.shopify.com/home/
default.aspx

Investment pros and 
cons
Positives
+ Enormous total addressable

market that’s growing strongly

+ Has been gaining market share
Negatives
- Operates in a very competitive

marketplace; its tech must stay
market leading

- Market value of company
looks high when compared to
today’s profits

Have you checked?
Company website

Annual Report

Sustainability Report

Google / news sites

Stock market listing

Market competitors

Possible future opportunities 

Possible future problems

Board composition & 
management

https://investors.shopify.com/home/default.aspx
https://investors.shopify.com/home/default.aspx
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enerGy
Utilities - Renewable

Orsted constructs, owns, and operates offshore and onshore wind farms, 
solar farms, energy storage facilities, and bioenergy plants. It operates in 
Europe, the United States and southeast Asia. Orsted was formerly known 
as DONG Energy A/S, changing its name in 2017, and is headquartered in 
Denmark.

Orsted A/S 
NASDAQ Copenhagen: ORSTED
orsted.com/en/investors

Investment pros and 
cons
Positives

 + Largest capacity of installed 
offshore wind farms globally 
with 25% market share of a 
fast growing industry 

 +  ESG friendly and government 
policies on climate change 
have dramatically increased 
demand for renewable energy

Negatives
 - Increasing levels of 

competition within the 
industry may drive down levels 
of profitability 

 - Government policy can change 
and regulation may increase 
once offshore wind industry 
has reached maturity

Have you checked?
Company website

Annual Report

Sustainability Report

Google / news sites

Stock market listing

Market competitors

Possible future opportunities 

Possible future problems

Board composition & 
management

https://orsted.com/en/investors
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enerGy
Oil, Gas and Coal

Royal Dutch Shell plc commonly known as Shell, is a British-Dutch oil and 
gas company, one of the six oil and gas “supermajors” and the third-largest 
company in the world measured by 2018 revenues, and the largest based 
in Europe.  

Shell operates in every area of the oil and gas industry, including 
exploration and production, refining, transport, distribution and marketing, 
petrochemicals, power generation and trading. It also has renewable 
energy activities, including biofuels, wind, energy-kite systems, and 
hydrogen.

FTSE 100 
NYSE: RDS.A, RDS.B
Euronext: RDSA, RDSB
LSE: RDSA, RDSB
Royal Dutch Shell 

www.shell.com/investors.html

Investment pros and 
cons
Positives

 + It takes shareholder returns 
seriously and has a reliable 
dividend

 + It is a large, well-established 
company that is a key player in 
the energy industry

Negatives
 - It sells fossil fuels and a 

reduction in their use is key 
to achieving goals set out by 
the 2015 Paris Agreement to 
combat climate change

 - Share price can be impacted 
by the cost of oil and gas and 
this is out of the company’s 
control (although an increase 
in oil or gas prices would be a 
positive)

Have you checked?
Company website

Annual Report

Sustainability Report

Google / news sites

Stock market listing

Market competitors

Possible future opportunities 

Possible future problems

Board composition & 
management

https://www.shell.com/investors.html
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enerGy
Alternative Energy 

ITM Power plc designs and manufactures hydrogen energy systems for 
energy storage and clean fuel production.
Its solutions take excess energy from the power network, convert it into 
hydrogen fuel which can be used for power, heat and mobility.  This 
technology only uses electricity and tap water to generate hydrogen gas. 

ITM Power plc
LSE: ITM
FTSE AIM UK 50
www.itm-power.com/investors

Investment pros and 
cons
Positives

 + Renewable chemistry reducing 
dependence on fossil fuels

 + Recently signed deals with a 
number of big players in the 
energy industry including Shell 

Negatives
 - The firm is generating some 

revenue but it’s still loss-
making and isn’t expected to 
be profitable in the near future

 - The stock has been volatile 
and is seen by some to be 
overvalued

Have you checked?
Company website

Annual Report

Sustainability Report

Google / news sites

Stock market listing

Market competitors

Possible future opportunities 

Possible future problems

Board composition & 
management

https://www.itm-power.com/investors
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enerGy
Alternative Energy 

Ceres Power Holdings plc, is a leading developer of fuel cell technology, 
which enables the production of clean, low-cost energy. The company’s 
business revolves around its key product, the Ceres SteelCell: a perforated 
sheet of steel with a ceramic layer that converts fuel directly into electrical 
power. Ceres primarily caters to the automotive industry. Among its other 
markets are transportation, commercial and light industrial sectors.

Ceres Power Holdings plc
LSE: CWR
FTSE AIM UK 50
www.ceres.tech/investors

Investment pros and 
cons
Positives

 + World-leading developer 
of next-generation solid 
oxide fuel cell (SOFC) and 
electrochemical technology

 + The fuel cells can use various 
fuels, including natural 
gas, hydrogen, and biofuel 
providing diversification

Negatives
 - No guarantee the firm’s 

solid oxide fuel cells will ever 
become mass-market products

 - Investment in Research and 
Development is below the 
fastest growing players in the 
industry

Have you checked?
Company website

Annual Report

Sustainability Report

Google / news sites

Stock market listing

Market competitors

Possible future opportunities 

Possible future problems

Board composition & 
management

https://www.ceres.tech/investors/
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Health
Pharmaceuticals and Biotechnology

AstraZeneca PLC is one of the world’s leading pharmaceutical companies 
which researches, develops, manufactures and sells prescription medicines. 
It focuses on three main therapy areas: Oncology, Cardiovascular, Renal 
& Metabolic (CVRM) and Respiratory, while also pursuing therapies in 
Autoimmunity, Infection and Neuroscience.

AstraZeneca plc
LSE: AZN
FTSE 100
www.astrazeneca.com/
investor-relations.html

Investment pros and 
cons
Positives

 + Many products and its pipeline 
of new drugs are high quality 
and aimed at unmet medical 
needs 

 + Providing its COVID-19 vaccine 
at cost during the pandemic is 
driving vaccination in mid-to-
lower income countries

Negatives
 - If passed, proposed legislation 

in the USA to reduce the high 
price of drugs could eat into 
sales and profits

 - Competition in the global 
pharmaceutical market is 
fierce – a company’s products 
must be effective and 
differentiated to sell well

Have you checked?
Company website

Annual Report

Sustainability Report

Google / news sites

Stock market listing

Market competitors

Possible future opportunities 

Possible future problems

Board composition & 
management

https://www.astrazeneca.com/investor-relations.html
https://www.astrazeneca.com/investor-relations.html
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Health
Medical Instruments

Dexcom was founded in 1999 and is based in San Diego, California. The 
company is a global leader in continuous glucose monitoring, or CGM, 
enabling diabetics to better manage their condition and improve their 
health outcomes.

DexCom, Inc
NASDAQ: DXCM
NASDAQ 100
S&P 500
investors.dexcom.com/
investor-relations

Investment pros and 
cons
Positives

 + Strong growth in demand 
for its products due to rising 
global trend in diabetes

 + Market leading medical device 
with proven benefits to health

Negatives
 - Challenge of increasing 

manufacturing to meet high 
customer demand

 - Competitive threats from 
innovative competitors like 
Abbott (Freestyle Libre)

Have you checked?
Company website

Annual Report

Sustainability Report

Google / news sites

Stock market listing

Market competitors

Possible future opportunities 

Possible future problems

Board composition & 
management

https://investors.dexcom.com/investor-relations
https://investors.dexcom.com/investor-relations
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Health
Medical Instruments

Intuitive Surgical Inc. is a surgical robotics company that has developed and 
markets the revolutionary da Vinci Surgical System. The robotic systems 
reduce patient trauma by minimising incisions and improving a surgeon’s 
precision.
The company has placed nearly 6,000 da Vinci systems in hospitals 
worldwide, with nearly 4,000 installations in the US and a growing number in 
emerging markets.

Intuitive Surgical, Inc
NASDAQ: ISRG
NASDAQ 100 
S&P 500
isrg.intuitive.com/investors

Investment pros and 
cons
Positives

 + Majority of surgical procedures 
remain open surgeries so 
considerable opportunity for 
global sales growth

 + Leasing programme allows 
hospitals to hire equipment 
without paying full price 
upfront. Can lead to more 
sales and recurring revenue 
streams as the industry grows

Negatives
 - COVID-19 has stretched 

healthcare budgets so less 
money to spend on expensive 
systems

 - Doesn’t pay a dividend 
whereas competitors, like 
Medtronic, do

Have you checked?
Company website

Annual Report

Sustainability Report

Google / news sites

Stock market listing

Market competitors

Possible future opportunities 

Possible future problems

Board composition & 
management

https://isrg.intuitive.com/investors
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Health
Diagnostics and Research

IQVIA is a healthcare research company that provides advanced analytics, 
technology solutions and clinical research services to the life sciences 
industry.

IQVIA Holdings, Inc
NYSE: IQV
S&P 500
ir.iqvia.com/overview/default.
aspx

Investment pros and 
cons
Positives

 + Exposed to the trend to 
incorporate big data and 
artificial intelligence into clinical 
trials and drug development

 + The life sciences industry 
which IQVIA serves is growing 
well thanks to advances in 
drug discovery 

Negatives
 - IQVIA has quite a lot of 

competitors 

 - If life sciences companies 
did their own clinical trial 
development it would 
negatively impact IQVIA’s 
sales and profits. They have to 
ensure they have a high value 
proposition for customers.

Have you checked?
Company website

Annual Report

Sustainability Report

Google / news sites

Stock market listing

Market competitors

Possible future opportunities 

Possible future problems

Board composition & 
management

https://ir.iqvia.com/overview/default.aspx
https://ir.iqvia.com/overview/default.aspx


21

Health
Medical Devices

Align Technology is a medical device company known for the Invisalign 
system, which is an alternative to traditional braces. The company also 
manufactures intraoral scanners and offers computer-aided design and 
manufacture services. Historically, only orthodontists serviced this product, 
but more recently the company has expanded its direct marketing to include 
dentists and consumers.

Align Technology, Inc
NASDAQ: ALGN
NASDAQ 100
S&P 500
investor.aligntech.com/
investor-relations

Investment pros and 
cons
Positives

 + Great product: “Invisalign” 
dental braces are almost 
invisible and 3D printed to 
perfectly fit your mouth  

 + Huge global market 
opportunity with estimated 
500 million people who 
would benefit from teeth 
straightening 

Negatives
 - Growth is increasingly 

dependent on international (ex 
USA) sales with operations in 
over 100 countries 

 - “Invisalign” braces are 
expensive; the company 
offers discounts of up to 60% 
in a direct to consumer sales 
channel which competes with 
orthodontists

Have you checked?
Company website

Annual Report

Sustainability Report

Google / news sites

Stock market listing

Market competitors

Possible future opportunities 

Possible future problems

Board composition & 
management

https://investor.aligntech.com/investor-relations
https://investor.aligntech.com/investor-relations
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Leisure
Media and Entertainment

The Walt Disney Company is an American multinational media and 
entertainment conglomerate. The company established itself as a leader in 
the animation industry before diversifying into live-action film production, 
television, and theme parks. The company is known for its film studio 
division, which includes well known studios such as Walt Disney Pictures, 
Pixar and Marvel. Disney’s other main divisions are Media Networks, Parks, 
Experiences and Products, and Direct-to-Consumer & International. Disney 
also owns and operates television networks; publishing, merchandising, 
music, and theatre divisions.

The Walt Disney Company
NYSE: DIS
DJIA
S&P 100
thewaltdisneycompany.com/
investor-relations

Investment pros and 
cons
Positives

 + Extensive library of sought 
after animated cartoons and 
films    

 + Disney Plus subscription model
Negatives
 - Potential of prolonged 

COVID-19 impact on parks and 
films

 - Competition from existing 
and new companies offering 
subscription content

Have you checked?
Company website

Annual Report

Sustainability Report

Google / news sites

Stock market listing

Market competitors

Possible future opportunities 

Possible future problems

Board composition & 
management

https://thewaltdisneycompany.com/investor-relations/
https://thewaltdisneycompany.com/investor-relations/
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Leisure
Internet Retail

Just Eat provides online takeaway ordering services allowing consumers to 
search for and order in real-time from their local takeaway restaurants. The 
company’s largest geographical presence by revenue is the U.K., followed by 
Germany, Canada, and the Netherlands.

Just Eat Takeaway.com NV
LSE: JET
FTSE 100 
www.justeattakeaway.com/
investors/shareholder-
information/

Investment pros and 
cons
Positives

 + Rapid growth in sales during 
the COVID-19 pandemic

 + Technology platform is 
scaleable and applicable in 
many countries

Negatives
 - Quality issues with some 

restaurant partners

 - Many competitors in the sector 
makes profitability a challenge

Have you checked?
Company website

Annual Report

Sustainability Report

Google / news sites

Stock market listing

Market competitors

Possible future opportunities 

Possible future problems

Board composition & 
management

https://www.justeattakeaway.com/investors/shareholder-information/
https://www.justeattakeaway.com/investors/shareholder-information/
https://www.justeattakeaway.com/investors/shareholder-information/
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Leisure
Restaurants 

McDonald’s Corporation franchises and operates fast-food restaurants in 
the global restaurant industry. The company’s restaurants serve a variety of 
value-priced menu products in countries around the world.

McDonald’s Corporation
NYSE: MCD
DJIA
S&P 100
corporate.mcdonalds.com/
corpmcd/investors.html

Investment pros and 
cons
Positives

 + Brand value immense, 
extremely recognisable

 + Ability to refresh menus helps 
growth

Negatives
 - Increasing concerns about 

environmental impact of meat-
eating

 - Challenges from food delivery 
services and casual dining 
chains

Have you checked?
Company website

Annual Report

Sustainability Report

Google / news sites

Stock market listing

Market competitors

Possible future opportunities 

Possible future problems

Board composition & 
management

https://corporate.mcdonalds.com/corpmcd/investors.html
https://corporate.mcdonalds.com/corpmcd/investors.html
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Leisure
Restaurants 

Starbucks Corporation retails, roasts, and provides its own brand of 
specialty coffee. The Company operates retail locations worldwide and 
sells whole bean coffees through its sales group, direct response business, 
supermarkets, and online. Starbucks also produces and sells bottled coffee 
drinks and a line of ice creams.

Starbucks Corporation
NASDAQ: SBUX
NASDAQ 100 
S&P 100 
investor.starbucks.com/ir-
home/default.aspx

Investment pros and 
cons
www.starbucks.com
Positives

 + First big global coffee chain 
with largest brand recognition

 + Scope for product innovation 
in cold drinks and services 
such as ordering from phones 
and delivery

Negatives
 - Some large potential markets 

prefer tea (India, China)

 - Competition rife – it is easy to 
open a coffee shop

Have you checked?
Company website

Annual Report

Sustainability Report

Google / news sites

Stock market listing

Market competitors

Possible future opportunities 

Possible future problems

Board composition & 
management

https://investor.starbucks.com/ir-home/default.aspx
https://investor.starbucks.com/ir-home/default.aspx
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retaIL
Internet Retail 

Boohoo Group plc is a UK based online fashion retailer aimed at 16–30 year-
olds. The company markets and retails its own-brand clothing, footwear and 
accessories and includes PrettyLittleThing, Nasty Gal, and others. It derives a 
majority of revenue from the United Kingdom and also has a presence in the 
rest of Europe, the USA and rest of world. 

Boohoo Group plc
LSE: BOO
FTSE AIM 100
www.boohooplc.com/investors

Investment pros and 
cons
Positives

 + Since the beginning of 2016, 
the stock has risen 660% (as at 
Jan 2021)

 + Growth through acquisitions 
including Debenhams

Negatives
 - Reputational damage due to 

labour abuses in supply chain 

 - Fashion retail is fickle, past 
performance does not 
guarantee future success

Have you checked?
Company website

Annual Report

Sustainability Report

Google / news sites

Stock market listing

Market competitors

Possible future opportunities 

Possible future problems

Board composition & 
management

https://www.boohooplc.com/investors
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retaIL
Apparel Retail

Inditex is a Spanish multinational clothing company and the biggest fashion 
group in the world. It operates over 7,200 stores in 93 countries worldwide. 
The company’s flagship store is Zara, but it also owns the chains Zara Home, 
Massimo Dutti, Bershka, Pull and Bear, Oysho, Stradivarius and Uterqüe. 
Over 70% of profits come from the vast Zara chain.

Inditex SA
BMAD: ITX
IBEX 35
www.inditex.com/en/
investors/investor-
relations/share-capital

Investment pros and 
cons
Positives

 + Zara brand and company’s 
sales network highly regarded

 + Inditex designs and makes its 
own clothes. A tight supply 
chain means it doesn’t need to 
tie up lots of money in excess 
stock, and can react quickly to 
changes in fashion trends 

Negatives
 - Less presence in Asia and US 

markets

 - Increasing recognition that 
fast fashion is environmentally 
damaging.

Have you checked?
Company website

Annual Report

Sustainability Report

Google / news sites

Stock market listing

Market competitors

Possible future opportunities 

Possible future problems

Board composition & 
management

https://www.inditex.com/en/investors/investor-relations/share-capital
https://www.inditex.com/en/investors/investor-relations/share-capital
https://www.inditex.com/en/investors/investor-relations/share-capital
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retaIL
Grocery Stores

Tesco plc is a British multinational groceries and general merchandise 
retailer. It is the third-largest retailer in the world measured by gross 
revenues. It has shops in seven countries across Asia and Europe, and is the 
market leader of groceries in the UK (where it has a market share of around 
28.4%), Ireland, Hungary and Thailand. 

Tesco plc
LSE: TSCO
FTSE 100 
www.tescoplc.com/investors

Investment pros and 
cons
Positives

 + A more consistent strategy 
focusing on the customer, 
store execution and core 
markets

 + Well know recognisable brand 
with loyal shoppers

Negatives
 - Tough competition from 

discounters that have plans to 
expand in London, the South 
& North where the South is 
Tesco’s biggest region

 - Demand potentially reducing 
as lockdown eases

Have you checked?
Company website

Annual Report

Sustainability Report

Google / news sites

Stock market listing

Market competitors

Possible future opportunities 

Possible future problems

Board composition & 
management

http://www.tescoplc.com/investors
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retaIL
Food Producers

Hotel Chocolat Group plc is a British chocolatier and cocoa grower founded 
in 1993. It manufactures and retails a range of chocolates as well as related 
drinks, alcohols, and beauty products in the UK, Europe, and internationally.  
Products are sold through a network of 127 stores in the UK and Ireland and 
4 in the United States, as well as through online subscription. The company 
operates restaurants and hotels and is the only company in the United 
Kingdom to grow cocoa on its own plantation.

Hotel Chocolat Group plc
LSE: HOTC
FTSE AIM 100
www.hotelchocolat.com/uk/
investor-relations.html

Investment pros and 
cons
Positives

 + On a path to be a global 
direct-to-consumer premium 
chocolate brand

 + Successful switch to digital 
offering

Negatives
 - Competition from new and 

existing luxury gift companies

 - Rising inflation impacting costs

Have you checked?
Company website

Annual Report

Sustainability Report

Google / news sites

Stock market listing

Market competitors

Possible future opportunities 

Possible future problems

Board composition & 
management

https://www.hotelchocolat.com/uk/investor-relations.html
https://www.hotelchocolat.com/uk/investor-relations.html
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tecH
Consumer Electronics

Apple Inc. designs, manufactures, and markets personal computers and 
related personal computing and mobile communication devices along with 
a variety of related software, services, peripherals, and networking solutions. 
Apple sells its products worldwide through its online stores, retail stores, 
direct sales force, third-party wholesalers, and resellers.

Apple Inc
NASDAQ: AAPL
NASDAQ 100
DJIA & S&P 100
investor.apple.com/investor-
relations/default.aspx

Investment pros and 
cons
Positives

 + Unique business model blends 
hardware and software in 
sleek design package

 + One of the few big tech 
companies emphasising 
privacy and customer security

Negatives
 - Relegated to number 3 globally 

in phones and concerns about 
next product launch

 - Flaws in security have emerged

Have you checked?
Company website

Annual Report

Sustainability Report

Google / news sites

Stock market listing

Market competitors

Possible future opportunities 

Possible future problems

Board composition & 
management

https://investor.apple.com/investor-relations/default.aspx#tabs_content--2021
https://investor.apple.com/investor-relations/default.aspx#tabs_content--2021
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tecH
Internet and Information Services 

Rightmove plc is a UK-based company that runs rightmove.co.uk, the UK’s 
largest online real estate portal and property website. Its services include 
property resale and letting advertising; property advertising for new home 
developers and housing associations; and third party advertising and data 
services.

Rightmove plc 
LSE: RMV
FTSE 100
plc.rightmove.co.uk/investors.
aspx

Investment pros and 
cons
Positives

 + Buoyant UK housing market

 + Dominant market position in 
a market with high barriers to 
entry

Negatives
 - End of Stamp Duty holiday

 - Growth options diminishing

Have you checked?
Company website

Annual Report

Sustainability Report

Google / news sites

Stock market listing

Market competitors

Possible future opportunities 

Possible future problems

Board composition & 
management

https://plc.rightmove.co.uk/investors.aspx
https://plc.rightmove.co.uk/investors.aspx
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tecH
Internet and Information Services 

Facebook, Inc. operates a social networking website which allows people to 
communicate with their family, friends, and coworkers. Facebook develops 
technologies to enable sharing of information, photographs, website links, 
and videos. Users have the ability to share and restrict information based on 
their own specific criteria.

Facebook, Inc
NASDAQ: FB 
NASDAQ 100
S&P 100
investor.fb.com/home/default.
aspx

Investment pros and 
cons
Positives

 + Huge potential to add users in 
emerging markets

 + Purchases of Instagram, 
Whatsapp and deployment of 
Messenger supporting growth

Negatives
 - As one of the key facilitators of 

the spread of fake news having 
to spend more on human 
editors

 - Privacy lapse, anti-trust 
investigations and low tax 
payments dent reputation

Have you checked?
Company website

Annual Report

Sustainability Report

Google / news sites

Stock market listing

Market competitors

Possible future opportunities 

Possible future problems

Board composition & 
management

https://investor.fb.com/home/default.aspx
https://investor.fb.com/home/default.aspx
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tecH
Semiconductors

Taiwan Semiconductor Manufacturing Company, Limited (TSMC) 
manufactures and sells integrated circuits and semiconductors - an essential 
component in electronic devices such as smartphones, digital cameras, TVs, 
washing machines and LED bulbs. TSMC is one of Taiwan’s largest companies 
and the world’s most valuable semiconductor company. It serves customers 
in computer, communications, consumer and industrial sectors in North 
America, Europe, Japan, China, and South Korea.

TSMC: Taiwan Semiconductor 
Manufacturing Company Ltd
NYSE: TSM
investor.tsmc.com/english

Investment pros and 
cons
Positives

 + Soaring demand as 
semiconductors used in more 
devices

 + Planned increase in capital 
expenditure on land, factories 
and equipment shows 
company solidifying its position

Negatives
 - Semiconductor shortages due 

to supply and manufacturing 
problems could put pressure 
on share price

 - Political tensions between 
Taiwan and China, and US 
moves to bring semiconductor 
manufacturing home, present 
challenges

Have you checked?
Company website

Annual Report

Sustainability Report

Google / news sites

Stock market listing

Market competitors

Possible future opportunities 

Possible future problems

Board composition & 
management

https://investor.tsmc.com/english
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tecH
Computer Software

Adobe, Inc makes software that helps customers create, distribute, and 
manage digital content from the cloud. One of the top publishing software 
providers, it is known for brands such as Acrobat and Photoshop. A long-
time publisher of traditional software packages, Adobe moved its products to 
cloud-based versions. Subscriptions account for about 90% of revenue.

Adobe Inc
NASDAQ: ADBE
NASDAQ 100 
S&P 100 
www.adobe.com/investor-
relations.html

Investment pros and 
cons
Positives

 + Popular products like 
Photoshop and Illustrator 
make it a digital media leader

 + Pivoting from boxed and 
licenced software to a 
software-as-a-service (SaaS) 
provider guaranteed a revenue 
stream

Negatives
 - Move into data analytics 

and online marketing raises 
concerns over data security 
and privacy

 - Intense competition in digital 
commerce, marketing, 
engagement and analytics with 
Salesforce.com, Oracle and SAP

Have you checked?
Company website

Annual Report

Sustainability Report

Google / news sites

Stock market listing

Market competitors

Possible future opportunities 

Possible future problems

Board composition & 
management

https://www.adobe.com/investor-relations.html
https://www.adobe.com/investor-relations.html
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traveL
Travel and Leisure

Ryanair is the leading airline group by passenger numbers in Europe. The 
company’s low-cost no-frills model offers low fares to leisure customers 
on short-haul European routes. To keep costs low the company serves 
predominantly lower-cost secondary airports.

Ryanair Holdings plc
LSE: RYA
NASDAQ: RYAAY
investor.ryanair.com

Investment pros and 
cons
Positives

 + A market leader in the low-cost 
airline industry

 + It generates lots of cash and 
has low net debt

Negatives
 - Poor reputation for customer 

service 

 - Factors outside management’s 
control, such as fuel costs and 
weather, can make investing 
in airlines volatile. COVID-19 
has given it its biggest ever 
challenge

Have you checked?
Company website

Annual Report

Sustainability Report

Google / news sites

Stock market listing

Market competitors

Possible future opportunities 

Possible future problems

Board composition & 
management

https://investor.ryanair.com/
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traveL
Internet Content & Information 

Airbnb, Inc. operates an online marketplace for lodging, primarily homestays 
for vacation rentals, and tourism activities. The platform is accessible via 
website and mobile app. Airbnb does not own any of the listed properties; 
instead, it profits by receiving commission from each booking.

Airbnb, Inc
NASDAQ: ABNB
airbnb2020ipo.q4web.com/
home/default.aspx

Investment pros and 
cons
Positives

 + Leading platform in alternative 
accommodations (non-hotel) 
booking service

 + Powerful brand with a large 
addressable market

Negatives
 - Does not make a profit

 - Uncertainty of outlook 
for travel, particularly 
internationally

Have you checked?
Company website

Annual Report

Sustainability Report

Google / news sites

Stock market listing

Market competitors

Possible future opportunities 

Possible future problems

Board composition & 
management

http://airbnb2020ipo.q4web.com/home/default.aspx
http://airbnb2020ipo.q4web.com/home/default.aspx
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traveL
Travel Services

Booking Holdings, Inc. provides online travel and related solutions including 
accommodation reservations in hotels, hostels, apartments, vacation 
rentals, and other properties. The company offers services through the 
following brands: Booking.com, KAYAK, priceline, agoda, Rentalcars.com, and 
OpenTable. 

Booking Holdings, Inc
NASDAQ: BKNG
NASDAQ-100
S&P 100
ir.bookingholdings.com/
investor-relations

Investment pros and 
cons
Positives

 + Dominant global online travel 
agent (OTA) 

 + Online travel has been an 
industry with strong growth 
drivers (pre-COVID)

Negatives
 - Uncertainty of outlook 

for travel (particularly 
internationally)

 - Dependent on Google, 
a competitor, to drive a 
substantial chunk of its 
bookings

Have you checked?
Company website

Annual Report

Sustainability Report

Google / news sites

Stock market listing

Market competitors

Possible future opportunities 

Possible future problems

Board composition & 
management

https://ir.bookingholdings.com/investor-relations
https://ir.bookingholdings.com/investor-relations
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traveL
Travel and Leisure

InterContinental Hotels Group (IHG) is the world’s largest hotel company 
by room count with around 836,000. It has more than 15 brands with 5,600 
hotels in 100 countries in the US, Europe, and Asia. Even though its business 
is based on hotels, IHG only owns 10 hotels. Rather, the group owns brands 
which hotel owners join through franchise agreements, gaining access to 
operating tools that would be too expensive if they remained independent. 
Franchisee royalty payments create income for IHG. 

InterContinental Hotels Group plc
LSE: IHG
FTSE 100 
www.ihgplc.com/investors

Investment pros and 
cons
Positives

 + Franchisees, i.e. hotel owners, 
sign 20-year contracts with 
IHG, which helps ensure long-
term stability

 + The group has high growth 
and profitability in China 

Negatives
 - US-China tensions have 

disrupted operations

 - Coronavirus has prompted 
hotel closures and plummeting 
room occupancy rates

Have you checked?
Company website

Annual Report

Sustainability Report

Google / news sites

Stock market listing

Market competitors

Possible future opportunities 

Possible future problems

Board composition & 
management

https://www.ihgplc.com/investors
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auto
Auto Manufacturing

Tesla, Inc. is an American electric vehicle and clean energy company. Its 
current products include electric cars, battery energy storage from home 
to grid-scale, solar panels and solar roof tiles. In 2020, Tesla had the highest 
sales in the plug-in and battery electric passenger car segments.

Tesla, Inc
NASDAQ: TSLA
NASDAQ 100 
S&P 100
ir.tesla.com

Investment pros and 
cons
Positives

 + Market leader with a strong 
brand

 + Beneficiary of long-term 
demand increases for electric 
vehicles

Negatives
 - Competition in the electric 

vehicles space is ramping 
quickly

 - Governance risk is high – is 
founder / CEO Elon Musk the 
correct person to run the 
business successfully in the 
long term?

Have you checked?
Company website

Annual Report

Sustainability Report

Google / news sites

Stock market listing

Market competitors

Possible future opportunities 

Possible future problems

Board composition & 
management

https://ir.tesla.com/
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auto
Auto Manufacturing

Bayerische Motoren Werke AG or BMW develops, manufactures, and 
sells cars, motorcycles, spare parts and accessories worldwide.  Its brands 
include BMW, MINI, and Rolls-Royce. BMW is part of the “German Big 3” 
luxury automakers, along with Audi and Mercedes-Benz, which are the 
three best-selling luxury automakers in the world.  BMW’s Financial Services 
segment offers credit financing and leasing to retail customers. 

BMW AG
FWB: BMW
DAX 
www.bmwgroup.com/en/
investor-relations.html

Investment pros and 
cons
Positives

 + Well-built premium product 
with a very strong global brand

 + BMW’s electric vehicles range 
is growing rapidly

Negatives
 - Competition in the electric 

vehicles market is increasing 
rapidly

 - Despite a growing presence in 
EV’s most of BMW’s sales still 
comes from petrol and diesel 
cars

Have you checked?
Company website

Annual Report

Sustainability Report

Google / news sites

Stock market listing

Market competitors

Possible future opportunities 

Possible future problems

Board composition & 
management

https://www.bmwgroup.com/en/investor-relations.html
https://www.bmwgroup.com/en/investor-relations.html
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MIsceLlaneous
Construction and Materials

Accsys has technologies that transform sustainably grown softwood into 
a building material with characteristics that match or perform better than 
man-made intensely resource depleting and heavily carbon-polluting 
alternatives.  The two products, one board and one wood, benefit the 
circular economy.  Basically, the chemical process adopted reduces the water 
absorption of wood and makes it stronger and more durable.  The company 
is growing fast, and the technology is applicable globally.  

Accsys Technologies plc
LSE: AXS
FTSE AIM All-Share
www.accsysplc.com/investors

Investment pros and 
cons
Positives

 + Strong ESG credentials in both 
business and management – 
Changing Wood to Change the 
World

 + Technology lead gives them a 
strong competitive advantage

Negatives
 - Company has only just 

reached break-even

 - It is a small player in a huge 
industry and may struggle to 
get noticed

Have you checked?
Company website

Annual Report

Sustainability Report

Google / news sites

Stock market listing

Market competitors

Possible future opportunities 

Possible future problems

Board composition & 
management

https://www.accsysplc.com/investors/
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aLways reveal your sources

There are lots of sources of company information. Make sure that you use reputable sources and compare information 
from different places.

Corporate websites in particular the Investor Relations pages. Corporate websites can contain a wealth of information 
about a company including:
• Financial Statements - a summary of a company’s assets, liabilities, and equity, called a balance sheet. The income 

statement summarises revenues and expenses, and a statement of cash flows tells you how well a company is using 
its cash to pay for operations, debts, and investments.

• Company Presentations can provide a great overview of past performance, as well as projections for the coming 
quarters or year. 

• News/Press Releases can contain information about day-to-day operations, new products and financial 
performance. 

• Contact Information contacting Investor Relations staff can be a great way to find resources you cannot find 
elsewhere. 

Useful websites
BBC www.bbc.co.uk/news/business/companies 
Bloomberg www.bloomberg.com/europe
City A.M. www.cityam.com
Citywire citywire.co.uk/funds-insider
CNBC.com www.cnbc.com/world
The Economist www.economist.com 
The Financial Times www.ft.com 
Investopedia.com www.investopedia.com
Market24hclock market24hclock.com
MoneyWeek moneyweek.com
Morningstar www.morningstar.co.uk/uk
Reuters – Business www.reuters.com/business
Reuters – Markets www.reuters.com/markets
Statista www.statista.com 
This is Money www.thisismoney.co.uk/money/index.html
UK Sustainable Investment and Finance Association uksif.org
Yahoo Finance uk.finance.yahoo.com/
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